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54 SOUTHERN EXPOSURES

CAN'T BUY ME LOVE was first produced'in New -

York Clty at American Theatre of Actors on'November
19, 1984, with the foliowing cast: = ° :

>:<....._..:.::............h........r._..:....:.A_.qu,:o ‘Morgan_’

SANDY ...coevcrrrrrcrerceniensnanennecnnnd@@nne Smith.
mr_.mz>=_<§m_.8

The production s...”_.wn_._,.mn_mn E‘dmm: ._..__Bﬂ .
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L . 'CHARACTERS
© AMY,16,thé dreamer -
- SANDY, 17, the peacemaker
‘ELLEN, 18, the know-it-all -+
T SETTING:

. The action takes place in Amy's ‘bedroom in
.. Batesville, Mississippl-on a warm-night ih August.

1984, oﬂ.ﬂzmﬁmao,sm.

A ..<s_=m_._,_v oms.m..,_. alithor oﬂ.......rm“. Rich: A Study of the
Species, says that McCartney makes $40 million a

year.. Other estimates .. place the ‘arinual figure at -

$48 million to $60 million. If a conservative figure of

-$45-mi or.is’ used, McCartney makes $5,000 every

single hour of the year and is richer by. at least a

oocu_moﬁ.sc:naana:ma.m_:nw, <o:...‘m~mﬂm.a§m‘
. -article.” et o

. PEOPLE Weekly

_._.w “:November 14,1983

. i
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ELLEN. Weli, z_ox and cm<_n are gonna be there,
. and —
SANDY. Nick! Is that s=< <o: wanna uo down
there so bad?
ELLEN, Maybe ... ..
SANDY. Just beécause he's been’ 8 Zo;_zaﬂ for
ayearyouthink he’sso hotl =~
ELLEN. So? . '
SANDY. He's slill as n::& asa Eo.E.acq .
ELLEN. Wéll, at least fie had the sense 1o get
" outta this place. T can't wait till 1.get o_._nm ﬂ:_m _u_mom
AMY. What day are you leavin'?" "
ELLEN, Sunday. mcmz mﬂmnm o: m:;a&.
AMY. Rush? A
ELLEN. Sorority m:m?..

AMY. Oh. (Short pduse.) Which one did <8 say

you're gonna be in? . .
. ELLEN. Tri Det. - .H. B -
AMY. Wow. . . N
. SANDY. But she ._._mm fo mo 58:@: fuUst-first.
" “ELLEN: Yeah, but Smw.mo._.é.sxm me. zoa was
a Tii-Delt. i
SANDY. Twenty years ago. . .
ELLEN. They wouldn't forget.:- . :
SANDY. (Macking her.) .._.zm< io:_n:a 863 g
ELLEN. (Pause:)-S6.what do %mﬁ_imzsm do?
>_s< 1 ac::o :um:mﬁ Em oo_.__a see E:mﬂ s on
TV. e
ELLEN. Why do you keep. EE: mcoc” ._.<o
AMY. | dunno. There might bé somethin’on ...
ELLEN. Nothin' Eon: watchin'.

(ANY nsm on 3m..ﬂ< .Em amms nmaamq Ecmxﬂmh v

H

m>ZU<. What is this? .WNEB.NW Z-Dan h.:\m.u “._... %

(As AMY %...uium..m.%m_::m__m )

: aosm =.m So: amm_ ﬁx:oi
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. ELLEN. I've seen this one, this is 4 bad one.

'SANDY. What are you lookin’ 3%
. AMY. Nothin’. Ohi 1.O0OK <<I>._._m 02_
ELLEN. What? .
AMY, Hard Day’s Night! Y'all ever. mmm ﬁ_mo
: ELLEN, (In a-bored monotone) Zo s
-SANDY. | think-so. - mmi =§5 va
late show 2 moaaz_._ '

a.\.m Y aif watch the television.) ,...

AMY, Look, aren't they cute?:
ELLEN. .:5« ré alldead. .
- AMY, Not they're not. Just ._o:? o C
ELLEN. You are: 86 weird, baw zouo% nmam
about the mma_mm msa_oa_
. AMY.ldo.. s
ELLEN, That was; ___6 3 Ema oo_
AMY. No it wasn't! - .
ELLEN. They're >:o_ma I_.ﬁoé os
SANDY. Leave’ her- m_osm m_

'SANDY. C'mon, now.,
m_._.mz | swearshe is ...

>z_< Gamai it's: _vm_.__
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62  SOUTHERN EXPOSURES .
(Silence. THEY walch TV.)

ELLEN. Let's call him.

SANDY. What?

ELLEN. Let's call. him. 1»:_ Let's cail 23 up.

" SANDY. You mean; now?"

ELLEN. Why not?

SANDY. They have people 52 answer the phone
for him, we could never get atiold of him._._ _

ELLEN: No, | bet Wé ebuld: It says-Heré 52 he
lives on some farm with his .m_.z_z .Just like regular
people. So he's u_.oumu_k mn home. <<m Sc_n really
ask him for the money. ™ L

SANDY, Are you serious? No, <o: 're :2

'ELLEN. | am. Really. .Eo_.a _s_sm he 8c_n_ say

would be, “Go to hell.”

AMY. He wouldnt say THAT. -

"SANDY. We can call mcaum on E_m v:o:o

AMY. My parents would kill me when the bili came.

ELLEN. For a third of a million’ n_o__ma <o: could cali
him évery night.’ :

SANDY. A third of amilion?

- ELLEN. WE ¢all and WE ask _2 Em :6:2 i he
maa qmm. Em mu___ it. ,_.sam ways. . :

,vmcmm as >§< mzo. m>2n_< axnamaum __co._ﬂmv

m_-rmz Esa ao <o= mm<o S..m ao:.._u oa_ s_a or
:os .
AMY. Ioi.w
ELLEN. Where.is E_m farm Q his? -
- AMY: England,.. -
- " ELLEN. Where in m:u_mz% T
AMY. Sussex. P
ELLEN. Call information. . 2T
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AMY . Information?

ELLEN, Ask for overseas information.

AMY. There's no such thing. .

" ELLEN. Yes there is. There's no n:mam m__:m_.. It's
Eﬂ liké regular information. My dad used it the other
night. He called Paris or somewhere to get a number

"he'd lost. (Snaps.fingers.) Like that! Qo ahead. Om__
AMY. What do ! dial?

. ELLEN. O, for o_um_,m,o_..

_ AMY. E:mao |say? -

.ELLEN. Let me doit. . - ‘

AMY. I'li et you do if. AImao.m over. .oao:mv | get
butterflies in my stemach when | =m<w 8 Bmxm long-

- distance calls.

{Pause as. m:.mz Ema Sm uaozm m:o. Emam aﬁ an
answer.) -

"ELLEN. Yes., Operator? i'd ___6 to mﬁ o<oammm

information. In England.-Sussex. Yes, =_m=x <o= {To
oiﬂ She's doin’ it!!

>Z<o=uom=__3uoa:mn_m: nm_.: um__mcm s.m
are really doin’ this!

ELLEN. Shhh!.Shhh! <mm Uh.. S_m _m moamco%
from the -United . States-of >3m=om= -calling;. and |
would fike to -get- somebody’'s nimber, somebody’s
phone number, over there with you. Yes. Mr. Paul
McCartney.- znOm%_oS yes. No, | dont’ =m<m the
address. (To-giris.) She's lookin'{ m_sam apenl -

SANDY. What?

ELLEN. A pen! Get me a uw:_ ::8 go:m.v <mm.

up. Silence.)
AMY. Weli?

ELLEN. [t's unlistad. .czoﬁmmm__.mn mzm told me.

Yes ma'am. You—it- ae Oh. | see. Thank. <oc Em:nm
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msz._;&E_a.m._,:_.oua_.aoa.i
- : -

(SANDY looks at Ellen. THEY both laugh.)

AMY. Ooh, yuck!

SANDY. | wish he'd hurry. | gotta pee.

ELLEN. Great. When he om__m umox YOU'LL um in
the bathroom.

:umcmm. q.Im< stare m__ sm u:osa v

m>z_u< _3 E:amli__m_ ma_ ao::m mm< 8 ==m
guy? | haven't seen him in.nine months,” - - .

ELLEN. Jus! tell him'whatcha want.

' SANDY. Aw, that's kinda.mean, ao:n:m 55_% 1
don't want him to feel like: I'm usin’ him. -

+ ELLEN. Relax, _5 s a creep. I» ios._ x:oi izmﬁ
to say, elther.

SANDY. Well that" sa mz_am S_zn to say.’

ELLEN. Well mxn:mm a_m for.1ryin' to. :o_u :m nﬂ“

rich here.

SANDY. Excuse me *o_‘ uam_:_: the same. m: <o:
breathe for a minute.

AMY. Anybody want a noxmo

ELLEN. What? - -

- AMY. Acoke? Y'allwant a 8_6.~
ELLEN. Yeah, 1 guess mo
SANDY. Yeah. Diet.

- AMY. Okay..Be right amnx nmnm..... m%:nm.v .
ELLEN. Look, don't sulk. All | mearitwas— - -
-SANDY. Yeah, [ KNOW what you meant. ¥You been

actin’ fike you're so much better since you graduated.

PR T
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And since you came back from that: u_.m.oo__mnm BSP

. you think you're Queen of the I Nile.-

ELLEN. |Ido not. .

SANDY. Yes you ao_

ELLEN, No | don't!- .

SANDY. Yes you do’ 2__ ota m:&m:. i:om<2 you
go out with is perfact and who eveér |- go out 5_5 <oc
always gotta-find somethin’ wrong with ‘em." .

. ELLEN. Don't get so upset. | don't mean :2:5
anyway,- Amy's the one we oughta ‘worry about: )

-~ mean, nobody EVER asks herout. I'm thinkin', we're

gonna have to fix her up i.:. moamuo% cmﬂo«m |
leave: Maybe David.

SANDY. David? Oh, ¢'mon, m All he smam 8 dois

" get laid.

ELLEN. Well, Amy has:gotta: _omS moam:am.
SANDY. | ao:; think qum w:n: m noon _nmm.
"ELLEN. Why not? .-

SANDY. _?mﬁl_ca “omé zoq m_oso ox»«o
‘ELLEN. "But -she's . such - an :introvert.- My

" grandmother has a more excitin’ social iite. | mean,

Amy needs to take a-field trip-overto.see me at. Ole
Miss or-somethin®, Learn what life is all about..

SANDY. Look, you're-leavin’ day after tomorrow. -
So just be:nice to :2 She's. oo:am Summ <oc Be

.nice, please?

ELLEN. S'what you aa for %muo.: Ba over :ma.
A.._.:m m.IOZm rings.) -

SANDY. It's HIMI Oh, Qoa_ Amzm mamsmav Im:%
Hi, Ricky. Yeah, well it ... it has been-a long time.-Oh,;

- nothin'. Yeah; Yeah: Hey, fisten Ricky. I.got kinda a

favor to -ask. Well, you ‘member those movie star lists
you used to show me? The ones with all the phone .
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- - :ELLEN. Tell me whio. asked you os_
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AMY: They ASK mel Them guys ASK'me! -:-

‘ELLEN. No they don't: Zouo% aver mm.a <oc out,
Amy.

. AMY. Yes they do. | usl_.m< did _mﬂ imwx

ELLEN. Who? Who asked you.out? -

. AMY. (Realizing she's said 160 55..3 Zo_uo&
" - ELLEN:;Who?Who asked <o= ocs

AMY. Nobody! - ” a :

- AMY- NICKI.

<§o=.~

- AMY5-1old:youl _.mm.ssx_ T 5
.ELLEN.

_ " AMY. He did! He asked me 3 uo s ._E mma _"e

. .thing on Saturday!
ELLEN. Now, you are'lyin'. He was: ao::m mmr me
.10 that! Ive:Been wiitin' for him1o-call ME for that!
_ AMY. Well, he has .asked me! And’ uwsa aid
-Ronny and Eddie! And | told _aa m__ zQ zo_
ELLEN. Why? :
AMY. Iit's none of your ucm_ammm_

8 him.
- -AMY: s..zo.‘z_nau ,.
ELLEN, PAULY - . & ..
AMY.NOL B

‘ELLEN. You got-no. c:o_oo_ _.3 n.m__u =_o u:o:m..

..and you're .gonna talk to-Paull - .

AMY: (In one breath.) Zo ﬂ om:; %oc no:.#
understand. | CAN'T do this.. E_._as Lget up'in speech
class 10 makea. speéch; | get-faint,:Whén 1 have. fo
‘interview-for a-job, -| get sick. l—1 have worshipped
.. Paul McGartney -since | was-six years old!:1.can't. DO

" THIS! | WILL GO TO PIECES! DON'T MAKE ME DO

" ELLEN: comcmm w Nick?’ z_o_x mm_sa ‘oc ocs :

-‘ELLEN.. _3 a_m_su _:o _uso:o. <o= are uoazm um_x.

-Ar_l.'qjuf-'-—

g5y olis

T

T

oy

-

A

L8

SOUTHERN EXPOSURES: .

. THIS! DON'T: MAKE.ME TALK.TO I_Z: _s .z r0<m
- WITH HIM! I'M _Z LOVEWITH _u>C_.. ZOO}EﬂZmﬁ

G_qm:nm v

ELLEN. Jesus. o:;_u‘ ook ;
- SANDY. That's why you EH:mn z_ox aoiso
AMY. (Quietly.) Yes,
- SANDY. >=a w__ Eomw o_son m&m@
" AMY. Yes: -

.- SANDY:. _ueoq E_E G.o m__aa<.$% zoii qo: )

cmnx ofta her?

ELLEN. Okay, okay., I'll call him. sv.mo: m:._oo..
o m<oQuon<m mo mom_.en amzm a_ma _um:mqv _"m

=:n_=n .
AMY. E_ ﬁ_r 6 E:.. S
_..SANDY..You don't-have nol :

'AMY. |-khow; _ina 3 m_<m im..z_o uzozm 9<m_..

METHEPHONE. - i%. . o iilie

Amsz a.omm, m:ﬁ:mms

AMY.-| dont. want: your, ioam 8 ﬁim_._ zm ears..-
ﬁ.m:mﬁ it's finging. (Pause.) Still ::u_zu {(Pause.) -

There's nobody home. i—Heilo? Uh...."t this: P-Paul?
Well, is ‘he there? Paul. Uh ..0xm< Aﬁmmxc‘. to
oSma.v Th-they're gettin' him. :

:SANDY: It's not.too late-to- zm:.n :P >a< <o=.

no:.ﬂ have to go 53:@: i&_ =
+-AMY. | know. | want to. - e o ¥
. SANDY. You sure?- - e

. AMY. Yeah. (7o %o:ﬂ Im__oo _m this-... 1s this.
Paul? Uh, hi. This—I'm—2his is Amy Miller..l—live.in .

America. >=E . | just wanted %o call and tell youthat |
respect. <o=_,ioqx and [ mao< your music and could
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